
OIB ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
Examination 2015 

 
The examination is administered by University of Cambridge International Examinations in 
cooperation with the Ministere de L’education Nationale. For more information, please refer 
to the Examinations Handbook for the British Option at asiba.web.cern.ch/asiba/for 
schools.htm 
 
Choice of works  
  
The authors chosen will normally be British, American, Commonwealth or any others whose 
works were written originally in English. An effort is made to represent a variety of historical 
periods, with approximately half representing twentieth century writing.  
 
The choices of set works fall into four categories:   Drama; Poetry; Prose Fiction; 
Shakespeare’s works   
  
The written examination  
  
4 hours; all answers written in English.   
  
Please note that set texts may NOT be taken into the examination.  
  
Part 1:  Individual Works (2 hours 40 minutes)  
  
Two questions, 1 hour 20 minutes each; two-thirds of the total marks.  
  
Candidates are required to write answers to 2 questions, which must be chosen from different 
sections.  
  
 Section A Drama   Harold Pinter, The Homecoming 
  
Section B Prose Fiction  Pat Barker, Regeneration 
  
Section C Poetry   W.H.Auden, Selected Poems: 
 
Look, stranger, at this island now’; Lullaby (‘Lay your sleeping head’); ‘Spain 1937’; 
‘Night Mail’; ‘Roman Wall Blues’; ‘Musée des Beaux Arts’; ‘In Memory of WB Yeats’; 
‘The Shield of Achilles’; ‘As I walked out one evening’; ‘Stop all the clocks’; 
‘September 1st, 1939’; ‘Underneath the Abject Willow’; ‘The Fall of Rome’; ‘The More 
Loving One’; ‘Epitaph on a Tyrant' 
 
 
 Part 2:  Critical Appreciation (1 hour 20 minutes)  
  
One question, 1 hour 20 minutes; one-third of the total marks.  
  
Candidates will have the opportunity to answer one question which requires a comparison 
between two poems or two passages of prose, alternatively they can choose a question which 
focuses on a single passage. (Note that the prose extract is not necessarily from a work of 



fiction; it may be taken from non-fiction genres, such as travel writing, letters, diaries, essays, 
etc.) Suggestions are given in the question about possible areas of focus, and candidates are 
asked to analyse by what means the aspects or effects discussed are created or achieved.  
  
  
The oral examination   
  
30 minutes (after 35 minutes’ supervised preparation); in English  
  
Part 1: Detailed commentary followed by discussion (approximately 15 minutes)  
 
Shakespeare, King Lear (New Cambridge Edition) 
  
Candidates are required to give a commentary lasting 7 – 8 minutes on a passage (between 
30-34 lines long) from the Shakespeare play that they have studied and to discuss it with the 
examiners. Passages are defined by teacher-examiners and one of these is selected for the 
candidate who then spends 35 minutes preparing his commentary in a supervised preparation 
room.  A question and answer session on the whole text follows the commentary. Time is 
divided equally between the prepared commentary and discussion.  
  
 
Part 2:  Synoptic Topic (approximately 15 minutes)  
 
Shakespeare, King Lear (New Cambridge Edition) 
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
Brian Friel, Translations 
Postcolonial Poems (Cambridge Selection) 
 
Postcolonial Writing 
 
*Poems: students will be invited to begin their discussion of Postcolonial Writing by a brief 
(2-3 minutes) introduction of one of the following poems.  
 
 ‘A Far Cry from Africa’ (Derek Walcott), ‘A Different History’ (Sujata Bhatt), ‘Things Fall 
Apart’ (Jackie Kay), ‘The Immigrants’ (Magaret Atwood), ‘Checking Out Me History’ (John 
Agard), ‘Colonial Girls School’ (Olive Senior) 
 
Main texts: students will be expected to discuss questions about the literary contexts of 
Postcolonial Writing by referring in detail to two of the above texts; they may refer to more 
than two, but in terms of marks there is no need to do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RS Sept 2014 
 


