
The 2015-16 team of Contact Parents has been busy 
welcoming new families to the Section since the summer. 
Most of the team were present at the New Family 
Induction Day, which took place just before the start of 
the academic year, to meet new families over 
refreshments and answer their questions and give advice 
for the “rentrée”. Since September, Contact Parents have 
organised various events for their respective classes such 
as picnics and coffee mornings, as well as a rugby world 
cup night at the Paddy O’Neills pub in Chailly en Bière! 
More events will be planned over the coming months. You 
can find the list of this year's Contact Parents below. 
Their telephone numbers and emails can be found at the 
back of the Anglophone Address book.


Primary 

CP Claudine Galpin & Rosa Perez-Clavera

CE1 Debby Montelly

CE2 Marion Dumontoy & Kim Wilkinson

CM1 Debby Montelly

CM2 Sylvie Pajot-Moric

Collège

6ème Karin Peyer & Andy Parkes

5ème Kerry Giroud & Sandra Jackson

4ème Robin de Lafforest & Theresa Westwood

3ème Bérangère Noyau

Lycée 

Emma Lespade & Jennifer Moore


Denise Couturier

Contact Parent Coordinator  
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THE ANGLO FILES 


At the AGM in October, I outlined some key areas 
for the future direction of the Section. Our goal is 
that your son or daughter achieves his or her 
potential, both academically and on a personal level. 
To make this possible we are making changes which 
reflect three core values: 1. accountability, 

2. clarity 3. efficiency of service. 


1. We are  implementing annual professional reviews 
for every staff member in the Section. Quite 
rightly, my review was carried out first in 
October by a sub-committee of the Parent Board 
and an external education advisor who has 
worked with other Anglophone Sections in France. 
The initiative will now continue with the rest of 
the Section, reviews being facilitated internally.


2. We are working on The Section Handbook. This 
will include clear policies for homework and the 
selection of children for section activities. There 
will also be an official complaints procedure for 
parents.


3. We are reorganising the Section Office so that 
we can better meet the increasing financial and 
administrative demands while continuing to 
improve  service to our families. A temporary 
part-time administrator is currently assisting in 
the office, which means that the office is now 
open from 08h00-12h00 and from 13h00-17h30. 


On a musical note, I am launching an Anglophone 
Collège Choir (beginning with 5e and 4e) and will be 
holding university information evenings in December. 

All the best for the end of the term.


Shaun Corrigan - Director


Welcome to our new families  
From the Director’s Desk  


Collège students at Buthiers 



      Dear Parents,


      Thank you for your support at the AGM. I am very pleased to be  
      working on your behalf  again this year.

The AGM was preceded by an EGM where a vote was cast in favour of proxy voting (37 to 4) for future Board 
elections.  The statutes will be amended accordingly and proxy voting (ie, one member family vote can carry one proxy 
vote) will be in place for the next AGM in September 2016.


I would also like to thank my fellow Board members for their hard work and enthusiasm during the year.  As a board 
we have successfully carried out our responsibilities as stated in the statutes and have supported Shaun Corrigan in the 
keys areas outlined in his letter, as well as the recruitment of a new member of teaching staff in primaire.


The Board completed a staff pay review with appropriate bench marking, refurbished the collège library and classroom 
and  prepared the launch of Ecole Directe. This online platform will soon be available for communication with parents 
and will enable you to make and track payments to the Section.


We have new projects planned for this year and I will update you on these via the summary of the minutes of each 
Board meeting. If you would like to contact us directly you can do so at 
parentsboard@anglosection.com


Future social activities include the Primary Christmas party which will be held at INSEAD again 
this year and a Quiz Night, the date of which is to be confirmed.

I look forward to seeing you at these events and wish you a very happy and prosperous year.

Gillie Brown - President of the Board of Parents


Splinters from the Board (ouch!)  


      It’s hard to believe that the first term of the 2015-16 academic year is 
      already ending! As usual, it’s been a busy time at the Anglophone  
      Section. Here is a round up of some of the things that are going on.


Primaire: CP are working on puppets and the CE1 are doing animal projects. CE2 are busy with their pirate project 
and creating comic strips. CM1 are working on writing their scary stories. Along with drama, CM2 are learning how to 
create atmosphere in their stories.


Collège: We were lucky with the weather for Buthiers at the end of September and we had a really successful and 
fun weekend. The 6eme are settling in and are studying the invention of writing and will soon be experiencing what 
it’s like to write using a stylus and clay.  5emes are working at writing good PEEL paragraphs and are also taking a 
close look at events that happened in 1066. 4emes have been studying the Tudors and the intrigue that accompanied 
that period. They’re also looking forward to their London trip in March. And speaking of London, the 3emes took a 
brief break from IGCSE coursework and Brevet studies for their own re-scheduled theatre trip. Mr Arthur, Mr Tillier 
and I accompanied them in mid-November for an action packed 4 days. Looming ahead are the tryouts for the college 
play, which will happen just before the Christmas break. No one has been able to get the name of the play from Mr 
Tillier. It remains a closely guarded secret!


Lycée: The name of the lycée play is no secret. Students have been rehearsing “Fame: the Musical” for weeks now. We 
look forward to seeing the finished product January 13 & 14. The school matinee is on Thursday the 14th.

Secondes are getting their first taste of MUN and are a talented, dynamic group and they’ll soon be assigned their 
countries for Dublin MUN in March. The Premières will be representing Belarus and Sri Lanka in The Hague in January 
and are busy polishing up their resolutions. With the conference and the play happening in the same month they are 
being kept busy. The Terminales have to be on their toes all year! They will be attending the Paris MUN in February, 
and they need to start planning our own FIMUN conference. On top of all this, they have just officially registered for 
the Bac, yes, the end of their lycée years is becoming a reality.


The First Fontainebleau Christmas Fair is being held on the weekend of December 5th and 6th in the Hôtel de Ville in 
Fontainebleau. The Anglophone Section MUN club is one of the organizers in this Fair and there will be a stand where 
we sell cakes, cookies and all sorts of wonderful homemade goodies. I know many of you will be providing those items 
but everyone is more than welcome. You will find a detailed programme on the bulletin board outside the Section 
Office.

In collaboration with the Collège, The Anglophone Section is launching a Point d’Ecoute. We will have a trained 
bilingual counsellor in the school one day a week to listen to any student who feels the need for psychological 
support.  This important initiative will be made possible by the support of the Julia Gimeno Fund. I will keep you 
informed. 

I hope the school year continues to go well for everyone and I’ll see you at the Christmas Fair!


Ruth Anne Kendrick - Deputy Director


From the Deputy Director’s Desk  
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   Collège is different from primary 
   because we have different 
teachers and we have to change classes. Also some days 
we start earlier than other days and some days we finish 
earlier and sometimes we finish even later.  

The teachers are fine, they are not mean but they’re not 
that nice either.  So some are nice and some are mean.  
There is a lot more homework and it is a lot more serious 
but at the same time you have more freedom. If you do 
something wrong you can get an hour of detention.  Every 
morning we have to show our carnet to get into school.  
Everyday when the bell rings we have to line up but all 
the big kids stay at their lockers like my older brother 
and others.  I don’t know why they do that. Recess is 
boring. We don’t do fun games anymore. When it is recess 
at the beginning of the year you try to play then you 
start trying to be like the cool kids so you stop playing.  
The cool kids are the ones that are bigger, and since they 
are bigger everyone thinks they are cooler.

I prefer primary school because when you’re big you don’t 
play in recreation and you finish hours after and some 
days you don’t even have time to go to the cantine.  

Oliver Montillot - 6e1


The first day of CM2 - 


I was excited, I felt at home


and I belonged. I liked being


the eldest.


The first day of 6e - I was terrified. 


I inched into the imposing playground. My bag felt like it 
weighed a ton. I started to tremble when they started 
calling out names: I thought that somehow I wouldn’t be 
picked; that there would be a problem and I would be 
stuck outside the college, waiting. I thought that I would 
get lost between classes in this foreign land. That was 
what it was for me: a yet undiscovered planet, a different 
world. Aliens -the 3èmes- could appear at any moment 
and eat me. Compared to primary, this was huge. All the 
classes were different and they shifted every day. The 
teachers had different ways of doing things and I could 
lose track easily. A week later, I was finally getting used 
to it. It was like very hot water: after a while, you get 
used to the temperature. 


Skye Parkes - 6e1

MIND THE GAPS BETWEEN …     

…CM2 and 6ème 


CP students responded enthusiastically to being 
interviewed! Here’s a selection of their answers. Thanks 
to their English teachers, Marian Waddington and Nadine 
Vercoutre, for prepping the children beforehand.

Suzanne Thurston - 3e parent


ST: How did you feel on your first day in CP?

- HAPPY!!

- Sad….

- I was scared, a little bit.

- I didn’t have any friends…


ST: Was it easy to make new friends? What do you like 
about them?


- I found it easy.

- I can play with them.

- We play a lot, and a lot, and a lot!


ST: Do you like your new teachers? Why?

- I like my English teacher because she gives us 

books!

ST: How do you feel now you’ve been in CP 2 months?


- Good!

- I love English school!


ST: What are the differences between Maternelle and 
your new school?


- This school’s bigger.

- My bag is always heavy.

- We didn’t have a trousse (pencil case) in 

Maternelle.

- I don’t like to hear too much talking and 

screaming. 

- There are a lot of stairs.

- In Maternelle there was no English at school.

- You can’t play with cars. 


ST: What’s the best thing about Leonard de Vinci?

- English!!

- My friends.

- We learn English and important things.

- I love this school, because it’s called after a 

famous painter. 

- I’ve seen his paintings on TV, and there’s a 

painting by Leonardo da Vinci on the door of my 
teacher.


- The thing I like best is the end of school!


…Maternelle and Primaire 


  Users of the Anglophone library in the  
  Collège, both staff and students, would 
like to say a big thank you to Theresa Westwood and 

her team for re-vamping our room! Once dirty, the walls 
are now a spanking white, the stained and dreary floor 
has been replaced with clean, modern tiles and most 
importantly, our hotchpotch of shelves has been ditched 
and updated. The books are lovingly displayed on sturdy, 
yet simple shelves, allowing us all to browse the tomes 
with ease and pleasure.

Jeannie Rios - Collège and Lycée Teacher 


Goodbye Billy!



    The transition from high 
    school to university life is 
the most unusual change yet. The studying part of the 
university process is very different from Terminale. The 
pace is faster and I’m studying things I have never seen 
before but with work and enthusiasm, all my classes are 
becoming much more interesting. The teachers are only 
here to give direction so most of what I learn I have to 
consolidate myself. Learning is only one part of my 
university life. I have met so many other students from 
different backgrounds and different areas of study in my 
first weeks and it has been nice to know that even if I’m 
far from family and home, many other students are 
experiencing the same thing. This makes us feel more at 
ease and less homesick. I personally don't have the time to 
think about this with all that is planned by the university. 
Apart from my 30 minute walk to the campus every day, 
there are so many sports, activities and social events you 
can attend. I have tried caving in the Peak District and I 
have joined a five-a-side football team with my flatmates 
and I enjoy bonding with them over a rugby game and 
some pizza in the residence bar. There is so much you can 
do at university. You can apply to represent students or join 
the students’ union even if you have never been a “délégué” 

at school, or find a part time job if 
you've been spending too much 
money. Having so many resources 
and opportunities has certainly 
made me think of what it is I want 
to do after university and where I 
think I can do it best.

Augustin Ranger, bachelier 2015, 
studying Aerospace Engineering at 
The University of Sheffield.


In my experience, the jump from Lycée to University has 
been a relatively smooth one. I decided to pursue my 
studies in Paris, which is a beautiful and ideal place for a 
student. It was quite difficult at the beginning to adjust to 
a new way of life. Leaving home meant independence (yes, 
at last !!), autonomy and a quest to find a new identity. 
However, once the classes started and I began to meet new 
people it quickly turned into the student life I had 
imagined. I have met people from all around the world and 
now have a very active student life. However, there is one 
problem - keeping up with classes. You often get 
overexcited by your new student life and forget that the 
teachers do not wait up for you. That is the big change in 
comparison to lycée. There are often more than 150 in one 
class and there is very little interaction with the teachers 
so it is up to the student to work. As for my lycée friends, 
it is not a dramatic break up, we all go on living 

our new lives but when we meet up during school

breaks, it is as if we had never left. 

Emma Ciccarella, bachelière 2015, étudiante en

Sciences Sociales, Economiques et Politiques, 

à l’Institut Catholique de Paris.


On September 25th, a group of collégiens departed for 
a 3-day trip to the base de loisirs de Buthiers, deep in 
the forest of Fontainebleau. We stayed in dormitories, 
ate our meals at the cantine and spent the day rock-
climbing, biking and skiing (a combination of roller-
skating and skiing). We also did handisports, where we 
played handball in wheelchairs! Most fun of all was 
probably the accrobranche, a challenging course of zip 
wires, tightropes and bridges located high up in the 
trees. In the evenings, we joined together to watch a 
film, play a game-show style quiz, and (for the 3èmes) 
go into an extremely claustrophobic cave in the dark! It 
was such an amazing experience, and it 

gave me the opportunity to get to know 

more people at my new school.

Emily Rosa Thurston - 3e3


    Is lycée synonymous  
    with freedom? Yes. 
However, what is the price of that freedom?

To begin with, what’s really different is how adults stop 
treating you like children and begin seeing you as 
young adults. In other words, you won’t get detention 
for not doing your homework, but you’ll be less 
knowledegable than the others in your class, and that 
will eventually lead you to fail your test.

Secondly, what is somewhat shocking yet incredibly cool 
is your timetable. I have 23 hours of class a week, 
meaning I always have two hours to have lunch and I 
finish at noon thrice a week. 

Overall, lycée is a lot more fun than collège, you 
however have to keep in mind the only person in charge 
of you now is yourself: it’s up to you to succeed with 
little help from adults.

Basil Garczynski - 2e7


Lycée was pretty much what I 

expected it to be, since the collège 

teachers had given us a realistic 

idea of what it would be like; there is more freedom 
but harder work. I am starting to feel the effects of 
the harder work. We are all slowly coming to realise 
that to maintain a good standard of grades and 
homework we must manage effectively a lot of the 
freedom handed to us. This has its downsides of course, 
one of which is that you don't get as much time to 
spend with friends at school, what with different 
timetables and such. Half of the premises is quite 
traditional and the other quite modern and a lot nicer 
in comparison to those of collège. Lycée isn't quite as 
familiar as collège but that's a given when moving to a 
new school. I'm sure I will start feeling more 
comfortable here soon enough. 

However, one aspect of lycée that is 

a lot better than collège is the 

canteen! No regrets there. 

Michelle Del Caretto - 2e7


… Collège and Lycée 
 … Lycée and University 


An Amazing Experience 



HELLO FONTAINEBLEAU!


Since the first days of my arrival here, the 
Anglophone Section has been very accommodating. 

The pupils have been asking a range of questions 
so here are my answers:


Why did you come to France?

France is a beautiful country with lovely food, 
friendly people and a great lifestyle and I really 
wanted to experience teaching here.


What is your favourite activity?

I enjoy reading and I also love travelling and 
visiting new places.


Do you miss Scotland? 

Yes, I miss the Scottish food and beverages and my 
family and friends of course, but I definitely do not 
miss the Scottish weather! I am lucky that I have 
friends in France and I would like to see as much 
of this country as I can. I'm very happy to be 
living and working here!


Do you speak Scottish? 

I am from the south of Scotland so I do not have a 
strong Scottish accent and I do not speak Gaelic. 
Standard English is the first language in Scotland 
although we do use a Scottish 
dialect with many words and 
phrases which are uniquely 
Scottish.


Thank you to everyone for 
welcoming me to the Section.


Laura Jamieson - 

Primary Teacher


Ready… Steady … Cake, it’s Sports Day


  It seems ages since that rather hot 
  and sunny Sunday afternoon when a 
  brave selection of Anglophone families 
  found their way to the Cabaret 
  Masson for the annual Anglophone 
  Sports Day. I had tried to explain 
  what a typical ‘Sports Day’ entails to 
  our resident foreign exchange student 
  and all they could find odd about it 
was the wisdom of eating cake (there is always an 
excellent cake stand) when doing sport at the same 
time.  Well with that as a challenge, we just had to 
go along.


Obviously, I hadn’t explained it very well.  Admittedly, 
it might not be the Olympics, but our beloved maitre 
D did a Herculean task of drumming up competitors 
from each class for all the various races, classic (egg 
and spoon), serious (relay) and silly (the late for 
school race).  There was so much enthusiasm from the 
assembled athletes that we even ran out of time to 
do ‘the race with the flour mum’.  


By far and away the most speculated competition was 
the welly boot tossing.  Intense discussions about ‘the 
grip’ (heel or round the top), could be heard as 
throwers from all corners of the earth tried their 
hand at throwing the unforgiving boot as far as 
possible without hitting someone else’s small child as 
it spun out of control.


And of course, the day would not have been complete 
without the tug-o-war.  A specially purchased rope 
took the strain before us parents got just a tad too 
serious about things, and pulled like our lives 
depended on it, after spending all afternoon consoling 
our kids with ‘it’s the taking part that counts’.  Good 
job this kind of sporting paradox only happens once a 
year!


Many thanks to all those who worked hard to pull it 
together so soon after the rentrée, it’s a great family 
event, and a great way to kick off the school year.  


Gini Bourgeois - 3e, 4e and CM1 parent.




�

The festive season is just around the corner, and the 
Anglophone Section will be organizing another wonderful 
Primary Christmas Party! Mark your diaries! The party will 
be held at INSEAD on Friday the 11th December from 5pm 
to 6.30pm. If you have a little time to give, we are looking 
for parents to sell tickets, help set up, bake cakes, run 
some art and crafts tables, serve mulled wine and cakes, 
and even dress up as Father Christmas! The idea is to pull 
together a team to organise a party. The more the merrier! 
Please contact Emma Spenser Lespade at 
emma.spenser@neuf.fr or call 06 49 15 60 92 if you are 
interested in helping out. Everyone welcome.
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The Anglo Files folks would like to thank all the 

contributors to this edition. We really enjoy pulling 

this newsletter together and we are always 

looking for students to join in. So, if you like to 

write, we would like to hear from you. Please send 

us an email and we’ll be in touch.


Our address is anglofiles0@gmail.com. 

This year was the first time ever that the Terminales 
of the Anglophone Section were able to participate in 
a “Leavers’ Ball”. I was incredibly lucky to be 
amongst the Terminales who took part in this event, 
which will hopefully become a tradition with the 
Anglophone Section!


The night was truly magical, in a beautiful setting 
opposite the Japanese gardens at the Château de 
Courances, with wonderful food and everyone dressed 
up so glamorously. A perfect way to say good bye. 
I’ve always been jealous of my American friends 
who’ve been to proms, but theirs were nothing 
compared to ours. 


Everybody seemed drunk on the enchanting 
atmosphere (the champagne probably had something 
to do with that too), with a euphoric sadness of being 
all together for the last time. This soon turned into 
unadulterated happiness as the dance floor opened, 
and everyone danced freely, without inhibition.

It was a night I am sure we will remember in detail 
for the rest of our lives! We are all extremely 
grateful to all the people who organised it for us and 
who put in so much hard work to make it the 
wonderful event that it was!  

Katie Palmer - Bacheilière 2015, on a gap year.

 


A Night to Remember


It was an absolute privilege to be taken to London after 
our trip was tragically cancelled last year following the 
Charlie Hebdo attacks.

Tuesday: early morning, a group of 41 excited students 
waited impatiently for their bus. The journey was long 
but there was lively atmosphere on board .We arrived 
late afternoon at our hotel, sorted out our rooms, 
dropped our bags and headed off to see our first play 
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time”. It 
was intriguing and well performed. 

Wednesday: waking early, we went to visit the Globe 
Theatre which was really impressive. After some free 
time, we went round the London Eye and

took a Thames river trip. In the evening we saw ‘Billy 
Elliott’ which was amazing.

Thursday: shopping on Oxford St, much enjoyed by all! 
We then watched “Stomp” which was brilliantly done, 
followed by “Bend It Like Beckham” in the evening.

Friday: exhausted but exhilarated, we left London. This 
time all was quiet, with sleepy friends scattered 
throughout the bus, well some of the way!

Thank you to Mrs Kendrick, Mr Arthur and Mr Tillier for 
your perseverance in making this trip possible. 

Honor Bayly - 3e3


How can I describe such a
 fabulous trip in just 

a few lines?


Ho! Ho! Ho!
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