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Early Collège Years

• In each year the students complete units of works around:

• Novels

• Plays

• Poetry

• Media or genre study

• Non-fiction 

The students complete a variety of tasks in 
each unit designed to improve their skills in 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Amongst that variety of tasks, there will always 
be a creative and an analytical outcome for 
each unit which is assessed so that we can 
track the progress of the students.



Conquer the Classics!

This year's challenge is to read some great classic books. 
You won't regret it!

What makes a book a classic?
A classic book is one that outlasts time....
...no matter when it was written, it will still have relevance today.
It will often teach us how to be better human beings, using 
language that is beautiful, effective and distinctive.

This year’s 
motivational 
competition offered 
by the library is…

Ms Rios organizes 
this for the students



And thereafter in 5eme 
and 4eme…





English in 
5eme

Extracts from 
Shakespeare 
e.g. Julius 
Caesar

The Animal World in 
Literature Topic

Gothic Fiction

Aaaggghh!



English in 
4eme

A full Shakespeare play, such as:

Travel 
Writing



IGCSE Literature
Cambridge Exam Board 

Course code: 0475



What our students study…

Coursework (25% of mark)

• Prose - based on a novel

• Shakespeare - Either Macbeth or 
The Merchant of Venice

• Each essay should be between 
800  and 1000 words

• This is replaced by an Unseen 
paper for students arriving in 2e

• Exams (75% of mark)

• Prose/Poetry paper - answer 
one essay question on Cry, the 
Beloved Country and one essay 
question on a poem studied in 
class

• Drama paper - write one 
essay on The Crucible (open 
book) 



IGCSE English Language

• Cambridge Exam Board
• Course: First Language English (0500)

www.cie.org.uk

• The exam is focussed on reading and writing skills
• 3e will be devoted to the production of internally assessed work for 

preparation for tasks to be completed in the language exam
• 2e will shift the focus entirely to the exams for both qualifications, 

which will happen in early May

http://www.cie.org.uk/


We work on the kinds of tasks will the 
IGCSE exam ask the students to do…

Paper 1 Reading

Paper 2 Directed Writing and 
Composition

Language analysis

Transforming a text into another 
format – pupils here demonstrate 
their understanding of different 
formats of writing, producing them 
for a specific audience and purpose. 
The task also assesses reading 
comprehension as the finished text 
needs to include elements from or 
implied by the original text

Summary tasks – so pupils 
can demonstrate that they 
can identify the salient 
points of complex texts

Pupils will read 3 texts 
and complete a range 
of tasks around them, 
including…

Short answer questions  -
assessed for reading 
comprehension

Response to a text –
pupils write a 
discursive, 
persuasive, or 
argumentative piece 
in response to a text 
about a 
controversial topic

A choice between descriptive 
writing, or writing a narrative

3e

The 2e year is designed to revisit 
and refine all of the skills required 
to complete those tasks…



The Brevet

• The Brevet exam is oral and the students are assessed on their oral 
fluency in the English language

• The criteria against which the students are assessed come from the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages via the 
French Ministry for Education

• The 20 minute oral exam is a discussion of elements studied during 
the 3e year

• Most anglophone students score at least 15/20 and many have been 
awarded 20/20

The Brevet oral is scheduled 
to be in June of their 3e year



The OIB Oral is a 30 minute exam

• 15 minutes discussing the 
Shakespeare text studied…

• And 15 minutes discussing the 
synoptic topic of The Gothic 
genre…



The OIB Written Paper is a 4 hour exam

• The students need to write 3 essays in that time

• We study poetry, prose and drama and prepare them to write a 
critical appreciation about an unseen text 

Te Texts

1e Texts



However…

• Major changes to the OIB are afoot.

• There will still be an oral and a written paper but it is likely that the 
oral will become shorter and one of the oral texts may be moved over 
to the written paper, meaning that one of the written essays would 
be dropped.

• All teachers are invited to a meeting just before Toussaints where we 
will find out for certain exactly what these changes will be

• Rest assured that everything your child is learning right now will be 
relevant to their final exams



Important Information:

• Your child’s teacher should outline what is in store for them over the 
course of the IGCSE and OIB.

• If anything is unclear you can:

1. Consult our website: www.anglosection.com

2. Consult Cambridge International Exams about the IGCSE: 
www.cie.org.uk

3. Consult the Association des Sections Internationales Britanniques et 
Anglophones (ASIBA) website about the OIB: www.asiba.fr

4. Ask a question tonight

http://www.anglosection.com/
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://www.asiba.fr/

