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Aims of  the history department
To make the study of  history interesting and relevant

To stimulate students’ curiosity and their desire to ask questions

To use a variety of  activities and learning styles in the classroom

To develop students’ understanding of  historical concepts such as 
causation, consequence and reliability

To develop literacy and support students’ written and spoken English

To complement the French programme of  histoire-geo in college and 
lycee



Archaeology and ‘what is history’?

Ancient Mesopotamia

Ancient Greece

Ancient Rome

India in the 4th and 5th centuries

6eWhat we study



The Medieval Catholic Church

The emergence and spread of  Islam

The Crusades

The Renaissance and the Reformation

European voyages of  discovery

5eWhat we study



The Transatlantic Slave Trade

The changing power of  the English monarchy, 1500 

to 1800

The growth of  democracy in Britain, 1800-1930

The Industrial Revolution in Britain

The British Empire

4eWhat we study



- The origins and the course of  WW1 1905-1918

- Germany, 1918-1945

3eWhat we study



History Brevet research project
3e students will need to choose a research project about something they have found
interesting during their 3e study of History. Their Brevet in SIA History will be
assessed by a 15 minute oral exam on this research project.

What role did 
women play in 
World War One?

Why is it important to 
learn about the Armenian 
genocide that took place 
during WW1?

How were African 
soldiers treated in 
World War One?

What role did the 
USA play in World 
War One?

What was culture 
(films, art, music) like 
in Weimar Germany?

How did the Nazis 
persecute disabled 
people in Germany?

Why did attempts to 
assassinate Hitler fail?

What role did Leni 
Riefenstahl play in 
Nazi Germany?

Why are the Berlin 
Olympics of  1936 so 
important?

3e



3eme trip to Berlin



3eme trip to Berlin



- Civil Rights in the USA, 1945-1974
- Paper 1

- The Middle East, 1917-2012
- Paper 2

Edexcel IGCSE 2e



The IGCSE exam is a well regarded 
international qualification for secondary 
students. 
According to the British Council, 
“IGCSEs can help you get a place at 
university at home or abroad, find better 
career opportunities, pass the language tests 
for studying in another country, develop 
skills that help you lead a more exciting and 
successful life. 

For example, achieving a Grade C / Grade 4 
in IGCSE English and History is often 
enough to satisfy the language requirements 
for some universities in English-speaking 
nations.”
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1e Te
BFI - Le baccalauréat 
français international

OIB - L'option internationale 
du baccalauréat

BFI - Le baccalauréat français international



BFI
English Language/ 

Literature

BFI
History  

Geography

BFI
Connaissance 

du Monde

Written 
exam

Oral 
exam

Oral 
exam

Written 
exam

Oral 
exam

BFI - Le baccalauréat français international



• At the end of  the terminale year all BFI students will have to give a 10 
minute oral presentation on a topic of  their own choice. They will be asked 
questions for 10 minutes as well.

• Students will need to choose a topic they are really interested in. They can 
choose anything, as long as it is connected in some way to the UK.

• They will need to formulate their own research question, and undertake 
their own research, using a range of  sources. 

• Students will also need to contact and engage with a relevant international 
partner, or organisation in the UK. This should be someone who can help 
them in their research.

• Knowledge of  the World will deepen students’ awareness of  British culture 
and complement their BFI English and History-Geography courses.

Connaissance de Monde (‘Knowledge of  the World’)



“Assess the role of  young people and youth 
culture in the UK, 1950 to 1990”

Connaissance de Monde (‘Knowledge of  the World’)



'Evaluate the changing role of  football in 
UK culture and society 1950-today’.

Connaissance de Monde (‘Knowledge of  the World’)



The Great 
Depression

Totalitarianism

Causes of 
WWII

Origins of 
the Cold 
War

Mao and 
Communist 
China

Post war 
Britain or 
France

The end of 
the Cold War

Mitterrand 
and France

The post 
Cold War 
world

1929 1939 1945 1949 1979 1990

The BFI/OIB History programme in 1e and Te

Thatcher 
and Britain

Nazi 
occupation 
of Europe 
WW2

Britain 
or 
France 
1970s 



The impact of  the 
Great Depression 
and Totalitarianism

OIB History



Assess the role 
of  totalitarianism 
in the collapse 
of  global peace 
in the late 1930s OIB History



Assess the nature of  
Nazi rule over Occupied 
Europe during the 
Second World War

OIB History



Blame for the 
origins of  the 
Cold War lies 
mainly with 
the USA. How 
far do you 
agree? 

OIB History



How successfully 
did Britain 
respond to the 
problems they 
faced in the 
post-war period 
(1945-1951)?

OIB History



How 
successfully 
did France 
respond to the 
problems they 
faced in the 
post- war 
period (1944-
1962)?

OIB History



Britain’s 
economic 
problems in the 
1970s were 
largely brought 
about by factors 
beyond their 
control. How far 
do you agree? 

OIB History



Was there a 
‘Thatcher 
revolution’, 
1979–90? 

OIB History



Assess the 
impact of  
Mitterrand’s 
presidency 
on France 
(1980-1988)

OIB History



‘A decisive turning point in post-war 
international relations’ Assess this 
view of  the victory of  the CCP in 
the civil war in 1949. 

OIB 
History



Assess the role of  Ronald 
Reagan and Mikhail 
Gorbachev in bringing 
the Cold War to an end. 

OIB History



Assess the 
impact of  
Islamic 
Terrorism upon 
international 
relations since 
the end of  the 
Cold War 

OIB History



OIB Geography Te What role does maritime trade 
play in the global economy?



Why is there geopolitical 
tension around maritime 
regions?

OIB Geography Te



Why is there geopolitical 
tension around maritime 
regions?

OIB Geography Te



Why is there geopolitical tension 
around maritime regions?

OIB Geography Te



Why are there 
inequalities in 
the global 
economy?

OIB Geography Te



How can development 
strategies respect 
sustainability?

OIB Geography Te



What role do international 
organisations play in 
globalisation? 

OIB Geography Te



What are the main 
challenges facing 
the European 
Union?

OIB Geography Te



“Who do I call if  I 
want to speak to 

Europe?”
Henry Kissinger 1980

To what extent is the EU a major 
international power? 

OIB Geography Te



OIB exam

- Written examination, lasting 4 hours including both a 
History and a Geography essay, document question or a 
croquis (illustrated map)

- Oral examination, lasting 15 minutes (with 20 minutes 
preparation time) including discussion of  a History and 
Geography essay type question and a key term.


