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Aims of  the history department
To make the study of  history interesting and relevant

To stimulate studentsõ curiosity and their desire to ask questions

To use a variety of  activities and learning styles in the classroom

To develop studentsõ understanding of historical concepts such as 

causation, consequence and reliability

To develop literacy and support studentsõ written and spoken English

To complement the French programme of  histoire-geo in college and 

lycee



Archaeology and ôwhat is historyõ?

Ancient Mesopotamia

Ancient Greece

Ancient Rome

India in the 4th and 5th centuries

6eWhat we study



The Medieval Christian Church

The Norman Conquest

Eleanor of  Aquitaine

The Black Death

Mansa Musa and West Africa 

The Wars of  the Roses

The Renaissance ð Copernicus and Anguisola 

The Reformation

The Inca Empire

5eWhat we study



The Transatlantic Slave Trade

Toussaint LõOuverture

The English Civil War

Nur Jahan and Mughal India

The British Empire in India

Qing China and the Opium Wars

The Industrial Revolution in Britain

The Suffragettes

4eWhat we study



The causes of  the First World War.

Living and dying in the First World War.

Hitlerõs rise to power.

What was it like to live in Nazi Germany?

Why should we remember the Holocaust?

Why did Germany lose World War Two?

What was the impact of  the Atomic 

bombs?

3eWhat we study



History Brevet

One week before the exam, students 

will draw one of  these 10 questions at 

random and have a week to research 

and prepare.

In the exam, they will give a 10-

minute presentation from memory, 

supported by a PowerPoint containing 

images only.

This will be followed by 5 minutes of  

questions with the examiner. The 

complete oral exam lasts 15 minutes.

3eWhy did the First World War begin in 1914? 

What were the main challenges faced by soldiers on the 

Western Front during the First World War? 

Why were casualties so high on the Western Front 

during the First World War? 

Why did Germany lose the First World War? 

Why were the Nazis able to take power in Germany in 

1933? 

How did the Nazis establish and maintain control over 

Germany? 

How and why did the Nazis persecute different groups 

in Germany? 

Why is the Holocaust considered one of  the most 

significant events of  the twentieth century?

Why did Germany lose the Second World War? 

Why did the atomic bombings of  Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki change the world?



2e and 1e students have 2 hrs a week of  

H/G lessons with their French teachers, in 

addition to 2hrs a week with Anglophone 

teachers.

In these French lessons students will study 

the French H/G programme. This is not part 

of  the BFI and will not be examined.

Information on the French 2e and 1e 

programme can be found on the éduscol 

website.

2e and 1e



Medieval Islam (c600-c1500)

The Reformation 1547-1603

Why did people believe in witches? 

What tensions arose as the USA grew, 1789-

1838?

How did Americans campaign for equal civil 

rights, 1900-1968?

Why were young people so angry in the USA 

in the 1960s?

2eWhat we study



BFI

English Language/ 

Literature

BFI

History  

Geography

BFI

Connaissance 

du Monde

Written 

exam
Oral 

exam

Oral 

exam

Written 

exam

Oral 

exam

BFI - Le baccalauréat français international



BFI H/G exam at the end of  Te year

- Written examination in English, lasting 4 hours 

including either a History or a Geography essay, and a 

History or Geography document question

- Oral examination in English, lasting 35 minutes 

including a presentation and questions on a History or 

Geography key issue and questions on a History or 

Geography key term.



depression

BFI History course



The Great 

Depression 

(1e)

Totalitarianism 

(1e)

Causes 

of  WWII 

(1e)
Origins of  

the Cold 

War (1e)

Mao and 

Communist 

China (Tle)

Post WW2 

France (Tle)

The end of  the 

Cold War (Tle)

Mitterrand and 

France (Tle)

1929 1939 1945 1949 1979 1990

Thatcher and 

Britain (Tle)

BFI History course ð Taught in English

Nazi Occupation 

of  Europe (WW2) 

(Tle)

BFI History course  ð Taught in French

GB in the 1970s 

(Tle)



Maritime areas and 

geopolitics (1e) 

Unequal Integration 

and Unequal 

Development in a 

Globalised World (Tle) 

The European Union 

in a globalised world 

(Tle)

BFI Geography 

course ð taught in 

French

BFI Geography 

course ð taught in 

English



The impact of  the Great 

Depression
BFI History



Totalitarianism and the collapse 

of  global peace in the late 1930s 
BFI History



BFI History

Nazi rule over Occupied 

Europe during the Second 

World War



The causes of  of  the 

Cold War 1945 - 1949



France in the post- war 

period (1944-1962)



China and the 

globalisation of  the 

Cold War.BFI History



Britainõs 

economic 

problems in the 

1970s.

BFI History



BFI 

History

The ôThatcher 

revolutionõ 

1979ð90 



BFI 

History

The impact of  

Mitterrandõs presidency 

(1980-1988)



BFI History

Ronald Reagan, Mikhail Gorbachev and the end 

of  the Cold War. 



Maritime trade and the 

global economy

BFI Geography



Geopolitical 

tension in 

maritime 

regions

BFI Geography



BFI Geography

Geopolitical tension 

in maritime regions



BFI Geography

Geopolitical tension 

in maritime regions



BFI Geography

Unequal development



Development 

strategies

BFI Geography



The role of  international 

organisations

BFI Geography


